
 
 
 

60th Anniversary - GISW Guest Lecture Series on Afghanistan 
Schedule of Speakers 

 
 

On Demand (view at any time): 
 
Speaker(s):    Thomas Langpaul 
   Foreign Correspondent for the Austrian Broadcasting Corporation (ORF) Washington D.C. 
   Current GISW Parent 

Topic:   “The Experience of Afghan Refugees Living in the Greater Washington D.C. Area” 
 
Format:   Television broadcast (in German) of interviews conducted by GISW parent Thomas Langpaul  

with refugees from Afghanistan living in our region.   
YouTube Link:  https://youtu.be/9OZETCQrLnw    

Source:  ORF, Thomas Langpaul, Washington, D.C. 
 
 
February 28th (Monday):     
 
Speaker(s):    Merritt Groeschel  

Exective Director and Founder, Solutions in Hometown Connections  
Parent of Former GLC & GISW Students 

Topic:      “Varied Approaches to Refugee Resettlement in Germany and the U.S.” 
 
Target Audience:   GISW 9-12th graders; all teachers, staff and parents 
Time:     11:30am – 12:15pm (5th Period) 
Format:    Virtual (zoom) 
Recorded Lecture:  Passcode: m!6A@0aZ 

https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/sXjUNYu4tLb4-
JRnuoLZdhMUxOkietxAZCzGVNanTT0hO04648K7DSXACpGHIIpC.TekTAURBK_PPh1yg  

 
 
March 2nd (Wednesday):    
 
Speaker(s):    Robina Mohibzada 

Teacher, Undergraduate Student & Recent Refugee from Afghanistan 

Topic:   “An Introduction to the Geography, Cultural and Contemporary History of Afghanistan” 
  “My Personal Story” 
 
Target Audience:   Lecture #1:  GISW 5-8th graders; all teachers, staff and parents 
Time:     8:55-9:40am (2nd Period)  
Format:    Virtual (zoom) 

https://youtu.be/9OZETCQrLnw
https://www.shconnections.org/
https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/sXjUNYu4tLb4-JRnuoLZdhMUxOkietxAZCzGVNanTT0hO04648K7DSXACpGHIIpC.TekTAURBK_PPh1yg
https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/sXjUNYu4tLb4-JRnuoLZdhMUxOkietxAZCzGVNanTT0hO04648K7DSXACpGHIIpC.TekTAURBK_PPh1yg


Recorded Lecture:    Passcode: +0QMg@h. 
https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/OkfAlBkIXlqFkveLz0rXlGgWKko9dFM4ef8wFnCQU6ntDph
_gcRbPNuEezwDVAXi.U1K6Aje0_V0ePcps  

 
 

March 2nd (Wednesday):    
 

Speaker(s):    Robina Mohibzada 
Teacher, Undergraduate Student & Recent Refugee from Afghanistan 

Topic:    “An Introduction to the Geography, Cultural and Contemporary History of Afghanistan” 

“Reactions to the Sudden Collapse of the Afghanistan Republic Government and Afghan 
 Refugees” & “My Personal Story” 

 
Target Audience:   Lecture #2:  GISW 9-12th graders; all teachers, staff and parents 
Time:     10:40-11:25 am (4th Period) 
Format:    Virtual (zoom) 
Recorded Lecture:   Passcode: 5f==ZPGA 

https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/_F3sHxRwKOB4vEgaUZMTPp-
19KIyo1LfTQHn1sW8VgwuGpaadQOVWPzcVPghkHDt.Yj1JWBswS9FyArXr  
  

 
March 8th (Tuesday):    
 
Speaker(s):    Ambassador Ali Ahmad Jalali 

Distinguished Professor at the Near East South Asia Center for Strategic Studies (NESA) 
at the National Defense University in Washington D.C. 
Interior Minister of Afghanistan (Jan 2003-Sept. 2005)  
Afghanistan Ambassador to Germany (Dec. 2016-Sept. 2018) 

Topic:    “Afghanistan Under Taliban v. 3.0” 
 
Target Audience:   GISW 9-12th graders; all teachers, staff and parents 
Time:     12:15 – 1:00 pm (Period 6A) 
Format:    Virtual (zoom) 
Recorded Lecture:     Passcode:  zcJ4=^68 

https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/7AESltAyrJQ1DdtMNCwCWMBLdrmr6hgzxMtz_GMEPAsE
CGi6eBSJeKiys1VFAqO-.phS5yGqxWaDknGVT   

 
 
March 11th (Friday):    
 
Speaker(s):    Can Merey 
   Foreign Correspondent for Deutsche Presse-Agentur GmbH (DPA) 

Bureau Chief for North America 
Current GISW Parent 

Topic:    “What Led to Western Military Intervention in Afghanistan?” 
   “What Did I (as a Journalist) Do in Afghanistan?” 
   “Why Did the West Fail in Afghanistan?” 
   “How Does Life Under the Taliban Look?” 
 
Target Audience:   GISW 9-12th graders; all teachers and staff only 
Time:     8:10 – 9:40 am (1st and 2nd Periods) 

https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/OkfAlBkIXlqFkveLz0rXlGgWKko9dFM4ef8wFnCQU6ntDph_gcRbPNuEezwDVAXi.U1K6Aje0_V0ePcps
https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/OkfAlBkIXlqFkveLz0rXlGgWKko9dFM4ef8wFnCQU6ntDph_gcRbPNuEezwDVAXi.U1K6Aje0_V0ePcps
https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/_F3sHxRwKOB4vEgaUZMTPp-19KIyo1LfTQHn1sW8VgwuGpaadQOVWPzcVPghkHDt.Yj1JWBswS9FyArXr
https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/_F3sHxRwKOB4vEgaUZMTPp-19KIyo1LfTQHn1sW8VgwuGpaadQOVWPzcVPghkHDt.Yj1JWBswS9FyArXr
https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/7AESltAyrJQ1DdtMNCwCWMBLdrmr6hgzxMtz_GMEPAsECGi6eBSJeKiys1VFAqO-.phS5yGqxWaDknGVT
https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/7AESltAyrJQ1DdtMNCwCWMBLdrmr6hgzxMtz_GMEPAsECGi6eBSJeKiys1VFAqO-.phS5yGqxWaDknGVT


Format:    In-Person  
Location:    School Auditorium 

 
 
March 14th (Monday):    
 
Speaker(s):    Torialei Safi  

German Instructor, International Center for Language Studies 
German Instructor, GLC 

Topic:   “My Life Story - From Growing Up in Afghanistan to Teaching German in the U.S.” 
  “Introduction to the Culture and Customs of Afghanistan” 
  “A Brief Look at Situation and Living Conditions of Afghans Under the Current Regime” 
 
Target Audience:   GISW 9-12th graders; all teachers, staff and parents 
Time:     6:30 – 7:30 pm  
Format:    Virtual (zoom) 
Recorded Lecture: Passcode:  UE#j.C7I 

https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/hp3Czhli_dmMDZ3wUuzHaD2jjmXQ9mR8Y0y5uriSN_qh3
ST5fQPsHALL4jgspUvB.emOjhImk_9R27SKa 

 
 
March 15th (Tuesday):   
  
Speaker(s):    Noah Klose 

Community Outreach Manager, Homes Not Borders 

Topic(s):  “Overview of Local Non-Profit Organization “Homes Not Borders” – What Does It Do?” 
   “Volunteer Opportunities for Students – Ways to Get Involved” 
   “My Personal History of Involvement in Refugee Resettlement Work as a Career Path” 
 
Target Audience:   GISW 9-12th graders; all teachers, staff and parents 
Time:     8:55-9:40 am (2nd Period) 
Format:    Virtual (zoom) 
Recorded Lecture: Passcode: *K%14L@w 

https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/xVkqkeukf5_mIMNVo3dHqn3BIOqUDc4nlePE-
QMLGW3P4yahzDzLvAUelT_HN8NI.eO1skE8V_9nF1iB7 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/hp3Czhli_dmMDZ3wUuzHaD2jjmXQ9mR8Y0y5uriSN_qh3ST5fQPsHALL4jgspUvB.emOjhImk_9R27SKa
https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/hp3Czhli_dmMDZ3wUuzHaD2jjmXQ9mR8Y0y5uriSN_qh3ST5fQPsHALL4jgspUvB.emOjhImk_9R27SKa
https://www.homesnotborders.org/
https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/xVkqkeukf5_mIMNVo3dHqn3BIOqUDc4nlePE-QMLGW3P4yahzDzLvAUelT_HN8NI.eO1skE8V_9nF1iB7
https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/xVkqkeukf5_mIMNVo3dHqn3BIOqUDc4nlePE-QMLGW3P4yahzDzLvAUelT_HN8NI.eO1skE8V_9nF1iB7

